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BY 
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Your Excellency, Salah Ahmed Jama, the Deputy Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Somalia and our Guest of Honour;
Excellency, Abshir Omar Jama, Minister of Foreign and Internal Cooperation

Fellow Ministers present
Excellency Kiki Gbeho, Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary General;
Excellency George Conwey, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General

Excellency, Mohamed El-mine Souef, Special Representative of the African Union Commission Chairperson and Head of ATMIS,

Excellency Aisa Kirabo Kacyira, Assistant Secretary General and Head of UNSOS

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Permanent Secretaries and Director Generals present

Lt. Gen. Sam Okiding, ATMIS Force Commander
Service Chiefs present
Contingent Commanders present
The entire UN, AU and EAC fraternity
Comrades, from the ATMIS Fraternity

The Private Sector, Fellow Ugandans, Ladies and Gentlemen.
Today marks 61 years of Independence of Uganda from the colonial rule, which we celebrate with you. 
On behalf of the President of Republic of Uganda and on my own behalf, it is with great pleasure and honour that I welcome You all our distinguished guests, and fellow Ugandans to the ceremony of opening the new Chancery of the Uganda Embassy in Mogadishu and thank you for gracing the occasion. 
Thank you all for joining us this evening. We are truly honored by your presence. 
Ideals of African interdependence in African interaction have for long included; a shared sense of destiny, justice, freedom, security, prosperity, pluralism, hard work, resilience and commitment. These continue to drive us today, whether in upscaling of economy of Uganda at home or strengthening our bilateral cooperation with the Federal Republic of Somalia.
Sustaining a United and Progressive Nation: Taking Charge of our Future as a Free Nation, which is our theme for this 61st Independence Anniversary, requires cooperation, collaboration and coordination with the sister countries in our region, the African continent and globally with like-minded Nations.
From 2007, Uganda was the first to contribute troops for the liberation of Somalia and remains a major Troop Contributing Country (TCC) in the fight against terrorism in Somalia. We fully support the Government of the Federal Republic of Somalia and its commitment to fight terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. And who in her efforts towards socio-economic recovery and development.
Allow me at this juncture to pay tribute and have a Moment of Silence in memory of the Officers and Men who have lost their lives- since the inception of AMISOM and now ATMIS. All to rise and observe a Minute of Silence. May Their Souls Rest in Eternal Peace!
Peace and stability are imperative in sustaining and progressing Nation. This is the very reason for which Uganda is interested with notably imbued Pan -African credentials of Uganda on the African Continent. 
For it is well known that, a nation may formally attain independence; but it takes envisioned leadership to consolidate and sustain the independence and take charge of the future as a Free Nation! I commend the vision and able leadership of H.E. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda, for sustaining a united and progressive nation, Uganda. 

We commend the Federal Government of Somalia under the able leadership of President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, currently at the frontline in the fight against terrorism.
Your Excellencies,

Invited Guests,

Fellow Ugandans

Many on the African Continent, and elsewhere, have come round to agreeing with what Uganda and other African patriots have been advocating for long: African solutions for African problems. The very reason for Uganda’s prudent engagement credentials in Pan-Africanism.

Uganda remains an ardent supporter for strengthening regional and sub-regional organizations such as African Union, East African Community and many others at the centre of promoting cooperation and integration in areas such as Peace and Security, Economic Development and Political and Regional Integration, Democracy and Good Governance as well as Humanitarian aspects. 

In the past, imperialism and colonialism caused so much damage to societies and peoples of Africa. But subsequently, colonized peoples rose up and, after great sacrifices, defeated the overt aspects of imperialism and colonialism especially decision- making. I wish to quote, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere… “No nation has the right to make decisions for another nation; no people for another people.” The founding fathers of the OAU in May 1963, like Abdel Nasser, Kwame Nkrumah, Mohido Keita, Julius Nyerere, Sekou Toure, Aden Adde amongst others did not relent on support of African Countries still colonized then, in attaining their independence thereafter. It is, therefore, incumbent on us to sustain the Independence by taking charge of our future as free Nations on the African Continent.
The Africa we want, is the Africa that is peaceful, that addresses economic recession, tackles imbalanced international financial systems, climate change, food insecurity and adds value to the abundant natural resources at its disposal and above all, the Africa that trades within itself though widening markets and embracing the African Continental Free Trade Area and Common Market for East Africa, building all these as a solid under-base of sound African human values.
Dear Guests,

Fellow Ugandans,

Uganda’s sustained growth of the last 30 years has largely been by strong performances in peace and security, agriculture, oil and gas, transport, communications, financial services, health services, and manufacturing, diaspora remittances, which is the Foreign Direct Investment, as well as cooperation with other African countries especially within the EAC framework.
Through our strengthened cooperation with Somalia, we recently had the first inaugural session of the Joint Permanent Commission (JPC), between Uganda and Somalia, at which different Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) were signed. These include;

I. MoU on Diplomatic and Political Consultations
II. MoU on Defence Cooperation

III. MoU on Bilateral Trade Cooperation and
IV. Joint Communique for the Official Visit of H.E. Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, President of the Federal Republic of Somalia to Uganda
It is expected that, in addition, the MoUs on Immigration and Education will be signed in the very near future to strengthen cooperation in those fields.

Furthermore, the first ever Investment and Business Summit between Somalia and Uganda was held in Kampala which was graced by H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda and H.E Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, President of the Federal Republic of Somalia. The major outcome of the Summit was the signing of the Kampala Declaration under the overall theme; “Promoting Partnership between Uganda and Somalia through Trade, Investment and Tourism”. I wish to note that a Joint Permanent Investment and Business Council (JPIBC) was established to follow – up, coordinate, attract and facilitate business community through sharing investment and trade opportunities in both countries as well as implement the decisions of the Summit. 
During the Summit, a Memorandum of Understanding between the Investment Agencies of the respective countries was also signed.  I have no doubt in mind that these efforts will address any challenges that may emerge in trade, investment and tourism between the two countries.
Finally on this subject of mutual interest, Uganda recently hosted a successful Troop Contributing Countries’ and Somalia Summit in Uganda, which was preceded by the Ministerial and Senior Officials meetings.

Invited Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen
Back to today’s events and focusing on trade promotion between the two sister countries, today, we have managed to bring some goods and services within reach. We have coffee and other products from Uganda. Additionally, Uganda Airlines is here to show case services offered. I appeal to you to find time today and visit the stalls with the products from Uganda.

Looking further forward, allow me to observe that, Somalia has the longest Coastline in Africa- spanning a length of over 3000kms. Uganda has every opportunity to utilize the opportunities in Somalia and be able to access other global markets in the Gulf region.
Opening a new chancery in Somalia makes a solid foundation on which our relations with Somalia will blossom. Fellow Ugandans let us use the presence of this Chancery and staff to adequately further strengthen existing bilateral relations for mutual benefit of the sister countries. I should further note that, for the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, a Memorandum of Understanding on Diplomatic and Political Consultations was signed last year. We agreed to consult and exchange views on bilateral matters of mutual concern including political, peace and security, economic, technical, health, cultural and education cooperation as well as regional and international issues of mutual interest.
Finally, allow me to conclude by taking this opportunity, to thank the Team that has managed to make preparations this colorful and successful ceremony. Special thanks go to the Head of Mission, Deputy Head of Mission and all Ugandans, for the relentless effort they put in to ensure a successful celebration of the 61st Independence Anniversary of Uganda, coinciding with the official opening of the new Chancery of Uganda Embassy in Mogadishu. 
Thank you again for joining us on this special occasion as we celebrate 61st Uganda’s Independence Anniversary and opening of the new Chancery. We truly value friendship and partnership with you all, and I hope we will continue to strengthen those ties in the years ahead by the will of God.

For God and My Country!                                   
I thank you
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